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not greater attention than the one for whose worship
the building was originally erected.

The most important temple in the whole city, and
that to which the pilgrims hasten on their arrival, is
that of Visheshwar, the God of the world, a name of
Siva. He is regarded as king of the gods in Benares
itself, and in the sacred territory enclosed by the Panch-
kosi road. His Kotwal or magistrate is Bhaironath,
and the other gods whose shrines adorn the sacred path
are his watchmen. Visheshwar is represented by the
linga, such as is usually seen in temples of Siva. All
day long crowds pass in front of it with offerings of
sugar, rice, ghi, grain, flowers, money, etc. Over the
narrow gateway leading to the shrine is an image
of Ganesa, on which the pilgrims sprinkle a few drops
of water they have brought from the river. As
each visitor approaches a bell is rung to announce
his arrival. They draw near with fear and trembling ;
nor can any one be surprised at this, when they remem-
ber the stories told about this dreadful deity. The
superstitious pilgrim is terrified lest he should ignorantly
give offence to one who is both powerful and easily
angered. As soon as the image is passed and the
temple precincts left behind, they can breathe freely.
Outside of the enclosure on the north side, in what is
called the " Court of Mahadeva," are a number of the
emblems of Siva and his consort: possibly they were
left when some of the old temples were destroyed by
the Mussulmans.

Near this temple is the Gyan Kup or well of know-
ledge. Tradition says that on one occasion, as no rain
fell for twelve years, a Rishi pierced the earth with
Siva's trident, when a copious stream of water sprang
up. Siva, delighted with this act of faith in his power,